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A cursory search online will reveal that there are many pretenders to the throne of Hawai’i, which 
was vacated after a coup d'état against Queen Lydia Liliʻuokalani, the last sovereign of Hawai’i, in 
1893. Each pretender has his or her own rationale for the claim, often invoking complex arguments 
in an attempt to validate his or her own position. At least one pretender has even reverted to using a 
Constitution of Hawai’i that had not been in effect for decades when the Kingdom of Hawai’i was 
overthrown in an attempt to justify a royal claim. 

In contrast, the royal claim of Prince Darrick Baker is different and refreshingly simple. Who is the 
closest living descendent to Queen Liliʻuokalani, the last sovereign to reign in Hawai’i, using the 
succession law in effect when the Kingdom was abolished? This is the only succession law that 
matters, and the answer is very simple. H.R.H. Prince Darrick is the closest family to Queen 
Liliʻuokalani, using succession law in effect at the time of the overthrow of the Kingdom, 
who is currently putting forth a royal claim. In fact, His Royal Highness is the closest living 
family currently putting forth a royal claim for the last two sovereigns of Hawai’i, Queen 
Liliʻuokalani, and her brother, King David Kalākaua, who reigned immediately before the Queen. 

H.R.H. Prince Darrick is the third cousin, four times removed, from both King Kalākaua and 
Queen Liliʻuokalani, and this is the closest genealogical claim of any claimants currently presenting 
themselves as the Head of the Royal House of Hawai’i. 

The following record has been compiled by Doug Tolentino, a professional genealogist who trained 
under the renowned Edith Mckenzie. Mr. Tolentino specializes in native Hawai’ian histories, and he 
served for many years as the official genealogist for the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, a non-
profit law firm that provides legal assistance to Hawai'i's indigenous people. His genealogical 
compilations have been admitted as evidence in many court proceedings. 
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Since the above genealogy may be hard to see, the ancestry for H.R.H. Prince Darrick Baker is: 

Lonoikahaupu, King of Kaua'i (male)  Kaumeheiwa, King of Kaua'i (male)  Kamakahelei, 
Queen Regnant of Kaua'i (female)  Ikekeleaiku (male), Prince of Kaua’i  Robert Hoapili Baker I 
(male), Prince of Kaua’i  Robert Kahakumakalima Baker II (male)  Robert Hoapili Baker III 
(male)  Charles Augustus Baker (male)  Darrick Lane Baker (male) 

The ancestry for King Kalākaua and Queen Liliʻuokalani is: 
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Lonoikahaupu, King of Kaua'i (male)  Keawepoepoe, King of Hawai’i (male)  II (male), Prince 
of Hawai’i  Caesar Kapaʻakea (male)  King Kalākaua and Queen Liliʻuokalani 

This demonstrates that King Kalākaua and Queen Liliʻuokalani are third cousins of Robert Hoapili 
Baker I, so Darrick Lane Baker is a third cousin, four times removed, from T.M. King Kalākaua and 
Queen Liliʻuokalani, the last two sovereigns to reign in the Kingdom of Hawai’i. 

Further, His Royal Highness has direct descent from a number of pre-unification kings and queens 
of the islands that eventually came to comprise the Kingdom of Hawai’i. For example, note in the 
ancestral line noted above for Darrick Baker that His Royal Highness has two Kings (also called 
High Chiefs) of Kaua’i, one Queen (also called High Chiefess) of Kaua’i, and one Prince of Kaua’i. 
Between historical polygamy and family intermarriage in the islands that now compose Hawai’i, 
there are often overlapping family lines. For example, His Royal Highness also descends from the 
King (also called High Chief) of Hawai’i. This line is: Keakealani, King of Hawai’i (male)  Luluka 
(male), Prince of Hawai’i  Kamahauluae (male)  Kamaikiehuehu (male)  Libby Kahalewai 
Komoikiehuehu (female)  Robert Hoapili Baker III (male)  Charles Augustus Baker (male)  
Darrick Lane Baker (male) 

Within the culture of the historic Kingdom of Hawai’i, family relics were quite valuable, as they 
showed high favor from the sovereign. While not as important as family lineage, relics were a visible 
symbol of elevated status, and it demonstrated known family links. Family members of the sovereign 
were also often placed in positions of authority within the kingdom, as their loyalty was considered 
more secure. Thus, it is notable that the final two sovereigns appointed Robert Hoapili Baker, their 
third cousin, to the following roles: Governor of Maui, member of the royal Privy Council, and 
Aide-de-Camp of King Kalakaua within the military structure. Further, he was honored with a family 
relic, the cape of his grandmother, Queen Kamakahelei, which was displayed after his death and 
buried with him. After his death, he publicly lay in state at Mililani Hall, and he was honored with a 
funeral appropriate for his royal connections and ancestry. 

Of additional note is the surname of Baker, which was held by Robert Hoapili Baker. Unlike western 
Europe, where surnames are generally passed from father to son, the customs of the Kingdom of 
Hawai’i were more fluid. The parents of Robert Hoapili Baker, Ikekeleaiku, Prince of Kaua'i, and 
Maile Napuupahoehoe, were both native Hawai’ian. Robert Hoapili Baker was given the name of 
Baker as a tribute to a close relative by marriage, Captain Adam Baker. But no direct blood 
connection links Robert Hoapili Baker and Adam Baker. 

Now that the genealogy for His Royal Highness has been established, the next issue is to determine 
the succession law of the Kingdom of Hawai’i when the kingdom was overthrown. In 1893, a draft 
Constitution was prepared to replace the Constitution of 1887, due to the 1887 Constitution signed 
by King Kalakaua under duress. However, the 1893 draft Constitution was not made law, so it is not 
the royal succession law in effect at the end of the kingdom. 

In contrast, the Constitution of 1887 was the supreme law when the kingdom was overthrown in 
1893. Article 22 of this Constitution outlined the royal succession: 

“Pauku 22. E hoomau loa ia ka Leialii no ka Moi Kalakaua a me na hooilina aku o kona kino i hapai 
ia malalo o ke Kanawai, a i ka lakou mau mamo aku ma ke Kanawai ma ka lalani pololei; a i nele ia, e 
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ili aku ka Leialii i ke Kama Alii Wahine Liliuokalani, a me na hooilina aku o kona kino i hapai ia 
malalo o ke Kanawai a i ka lakou mamo aku ma ke Kanawai ma ka lalani pololei. E ili aku i ke keiki 
kane hanau mua a me na hooilina aku o kona kino, a i nele i ke keiki kane ole, alaila i ke kaikamahine 
hanau mua a me na hooilina aku o kona kino, a i nele loa i ka hooilina ole e like me ka olelo maluna 
iho, alaila e ili aku ka Leialii i ka mea i koho ia e ka Moi me ka ae ana o na ’Lii a i hoolaha ia hoi oiai e 
ola ana ka Moi; aka, ina aole i kohoia a i hoolaha ia pela a ua hakahaka ka Noho Alii, alaila, no ka 
Aha Kuhina mahope koke iho o ka ike ia ana o ia hakahaka, e kauoha koke aku e halawai ka 
Ahaolelo, a na ia Ahaolelo e koho ma ka balota i kekahi Alii hanau o ka aina i Alii e noho ma ka 
nohoalii, a mamuli o ia hoonoho ia ana e hoomaka ai he Ohana Moi hou a e pili iaia a me kona mau 
mamo aku ke Kanawai e kau nei no ka ili ana aku o ka Leialii o ka Ohana Moi o Hawaii nei.”1 

Translated into English, this reads: 

“ARTICLE 22.  The Crown is hereby permanently confirmed to His Majesty Kalakaua, and to the 
Heirs of His body lawfully begotten, and to their lawful Descendants in a direct line; failing whom, 
the Crown shall descend to Her Royal Highness the Princess Liliuokalani, and the heirs of her body, 
lawfully begotten, and their lawful descendants in direct a line. The Succession shall be to the senior 
male child, and to the heirs of his body; failing a male child, the succession, shall be to the senior 
female child, and to the heirs of her body. In case there is no heir as above provided, the successor 
shall be the person whom the Sovereign shall appoint with the consent of the Nobles, and publicly 
proclaim during the Sovereign's life; but should there be no such appointed and proclamation, and 
the Throne should become vacant, then the Cabinet, immediately after the occurring of such 
vacancy, shall cause a meeting of the Legislature, who shall elect by ballot some native Alii of the 
Kingdom as Successor to the Throne; and the Successor so elected shall become a new Stirps for 
the Royal Family; and the Succession from the Sovereign thus elected, shall be regulated by the same 
law as the present Royal Family of Hawaii.”2 

Queen Liliʻuokalani, the last sovereign, did not have children, so the law is clear that the Legislature 
of the Kingdom of Hawai’i should have assembled to elect by ballot the successor sovereign. But, 
given the dissolution of the Kingdom of Hawai’i when it was conquered by non-Hawaiians, the 
official Legislature of the Kingdom of Hawai’i was never re-convened. Therefore, Queen 
Liliʻuokalani was the last royal Stirps (basis of a family branch) per Article 22, and modern royal 
succession claims must be based on bloodline genealogical proximity to her. 

As noted earlier, H.R.H. Prince Darrick Baker is the third cousin, four times removed, to H.M. 
Queen Liliʻuokalani. However, His Royal Highness is not the closest currently living relative to 
Queen Liliʻuokalani; some other family branches, notably the Kawānanakoa branch, have a closer 
bloodline to the last Queen. Yet, while some of these other family branches have intermittently used 
titles such as Prince or Princess, none of the family branches closer to Queen Liliʻuokalani have fully 
put forth a royal claim to the fons honorum of the Kingdom of Hawai’i. They have not consistently 
used royal styles, royal heraldry, titles, or granted Orders of the Kingdom of Hawai’i as a means of 
publicly making a claim. Further, it is notable that, within Hawai’ian traditions, the number of direct, 

                                                             
1 http://hooilina.org/cgi-bin/journal?e=d-0journal--00-0-0-004-Document---0-1--1en-50---20-frameset-search-
issue---001-0110escapewin&a=p&p=frameset&d=HASH01b8b242efc454f373219e6b.5.1.3 Accessed June 15, 2018 
2 https://www.hawaii-nation.org/constitution-1887.html Accessed June 15, 2018 
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ruling, royal ancestors a person has is given great weight in determining an Ali’i. Therefore, per Mr. 
Tolentino, under Hawai’ian customs, Prince Darrick Baker has an equal strength of royal claim to 
Prince Quentin Kawānanakoa as he descends directly in the male line from a number of 
preunification kings and regnant queens, even though Prince Quentin is genealogically closer to the 
last sovereign. If the Legislature of the Kingdom of Hawai’i convened in the modern era to vote on 
the royal succession, both Prince Quentin and Prince Darrick would likely be paramount amongst 
the Ali’i candidates eligible for kingship given the strength of their respective genealogies. 

His Royal Highness Prince Darrick did not begin making a public royal claim until 2016. He and his 
ancestors were aware of the strength of their genealogy and their familial connection to the last 
sovereign, but they had not taken actions to publicize it. Genealogy is a very private affair in the 
traditions of Hawai’i, and it is considered distasteful for Ali’i to share their genealogy beyond other 
Ali’i. But Prince Darrick saw more junior claimants, who have a more distant connection to the last 
sovereign, proclaim themselves Heads of the royal family of Hawai’i through awkward arguments 
about why their claim was superior. Knowing these other claims to be questionable, Prince Darrick 
has put forth his own royal claim to preserve the integrity and dignity of the de jure Kingdom of 
Hawai’i since the family branches senior to him are not taking meaningful public action. 

Some researchers have argued that the Constitution of 1887, the so-called Bayonet Constitution, 
should not be used to determine royal succession as it was signed by King Kalākaua under duress.3 
There is merit to the idea of disregarding the validity of an agreement signed under threat of bodily 
harm, so let’s next examine the succession law that would have been in effect had the so-called 
Bayonet Constitution not been created. 

The Constitution in effect prior to the Constitution of 1887 was the Constitution of 1864, which 
was signed and granted by H.M. King Kamehameha V, who was then the sovereign. Article 22 of 
this document governed royal succession: 

“Pauku 22. E hoomau loa ia ka Leialii no ka Moi Kamehameha V, a me na hooilina aku o kona kino 
i hapaiia malalo o ke Kanawai, a i ka lakou mau mamo aku ma ke Kanawai, ma ka lalani pololei; a i 
nele ia, e ili aku ka Leialii i ka Mea Kiekie ke Kama Alii Wahine, Victoria Kamamalu Kaahumanu, a 
me na hooilina aku o kona kino i hapaiia malalo o ke Kanawai, a i ka lakou mamo aku ma ke 
Kanawai, ma ka lalani pololei. E ili aku i ke keikikane hanau mua a me na hooilina aku o kona kino; a 
i nele i ke keikikane ole, alaila, i ke kaikamahine hanau mua, a me na hooilina aku o kona kino. A i 
nele loa i ka hooilina ole e like me ka olelo maluna iho, alaila, e ili aku ka Leialii i ka mea i kohoia e ka 
Moi me ka ae ana o na ’Lii, a i hoolahaia hoi, oiai e ola ana ka Moi; aka, ina aole i kohoia a i 
hoolahaia pela, a ua hakahaka ka Noho Alii, alaila, na ka Aha Kuhina mahope iho o ka ikea ana o ia 
hakahaka, e kauoha koke aku e halawai 

ka Hale Ahaolelo, a na ia kau Ahaolelo e koho ma ka balota i kekahi alii hanau o ka aina, i Alii e 
noho ma ka Nohoalii, a mamuli o ia hoonohoia ana, e hoomaka ai he Ohana Moi hou; a e pili ia ia a 

                                                             
3 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/jul6/bayonet-constitution/ Accessed June 16, 2018 
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me kona mau mamo aku, ke kanawai e kau nei no ka ili ana’ku o ka Leialii i ka Ohana Moi o Hawaii 
nei.”4 

Translated into English, this reads: 

“Article 22.  The Crown is hereby permanently confirmed to His Majesty, Kamehameha V, and to 
the Heirs of His body lawfully begotten, and to their lawful Descendants in a direct line; failing 
whom, the Crown shall descend to Her Royal Highness the Princess Victoria Kamamalu 
Kaahumanu, and the heirs of her body, lawfully begotten, and their lawful descendants in a direct 
line. The Succession shall be to the senior male child, and to the heirs of his body; failing a male 
child, the succession shall be to the senior female child, and to the heirs of her body. In case there is 
no heir as above provided, then the successor shall be the person whom the Sovereign shall appoint 
with the consent of the Nobles, and publicly proclaim as such during the King's life; but should 
there be no such appointment and proclamation, and the Throne should become vacant, then the 
Cabinet Council, immediately after the occurring of such vacancy, shall cause a meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly, who shall elect by ballot some native Alii of the Kingdom as Successor so 
elected shall become a new Stirps for a Royal Family; and the succession from the Sovereign thus 
elected, shall be regulated by the same law as the present Royal Family of Hawaii.” 

This is substantially similar to the royal succession outlined in the Constitution of 1887. Thus, even 
discounting the so-called Bayonet Constitution, the law of the land was quite clear that in the event 
that specific members Kamehameha dynasty failed to have children, the Legislative assembly was 
required to vote for a new royal family from amongst the Ali’i of the land. The new sovereign would 
then become a new Stirps for a succeeding dynasty. When the Kamehameha dynasty ended, 
subsequent sovereigns became enthroned, and the last of these subsequent sovereigns were King 
Kalākaua and Queen Liliʻuokalani. Queen Liliʻuokalani was therefore the last Stirps of the Kingdom 
of Hawai’i, and any successor claim to the throne must emanate from a familial connection to her. 

At least one researcher has claimed that the Constitution of 1864 was itself invalid as it was not 
explicitly approved by the Legislative assembly as required by the prior constitution, the 
Constitution of 1852, in Article 105. Yet, this argument is spurious. While H.M. King Kamehameha 
V did become agitated at the lack of progress the Legislative assembly made, and he took matters 
into his own hands and created the Constitution of 1864 under his own authority as king without 
the consent of the Legislature, the Constitution of 1864 was quickly adopted as the law of the land. 
The Legislature accepted the Constitution of 1864 on a de facto basis, and it became de jure acceptance 
over time as no legislative challenge to the validity of the Constitution of 1864 ever arose. This 
acquiescence of the validity of the Constitution of 1864 is demonstrated in that the Legislature 
embraced it as the supreme law of the land for the next 23 years. Further, no foreign government 
questioned the legitimacy of the sovereign of Hawai’i after Kamehameha V acted unilaterally to issue 
the Constitution of 1864. Consider the following reigning royals who accepted Orders of the 
Kingdom of Hawai’i after 1864: 

Frederick II, (sovereign) Grand Duke of Baden 

                                                             
4 http://hooilina.org/cgi-bin/journal?e=d-0journal--00-0-0-004-Document---0-1--1en-50---20-frameset-search-
issue---001-0110escapewin&a=p&p=frameset&d=HASHe7d7c93d84511b86ea5ca7.5.1.3 Accessed June 16, 2018 
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Francis Joseph I, Emperor of Habsburg-Lorraine 

Ludwig II, King of Bavaria 

Karl I, King of Württemberg 

Vittorio Emanuele, King of Italy 

Wilhelm I, Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia 

Umberto I, King of Italy 

Meiji, Emperor of Japan 

Rama V, King of Siam 

Luis I, King of Portugal 

Guangxu, Emperor of China 

Alexander III, Emperor of Russia 

Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

The lack of contestation of the Constitution of 1864 within the Legislature and acceptance of the 
Orders of the sovereign of Hawai’i in foreign lands demonstrates that King Kamehameha V’s 
unilateral issuance of the constitution did not undermine his legitimacy. Therefore, arguments that 
royal succession must instead come from Hawai’ian constitutions originating before 1864 are 
misguided and unsound. 

In conclusion, H.R.H. Prince Darrick has a simple royal claim. He is the closest currently living 
relative making a full royal claim to both the second-to-last sovereign, H.M. King Kalākaua, 
and the last sovereign of the Kingdom of Hawai’i, H.M. Queen Liliʻuokalani, using the 
royal succession law in effect when the kingdom was overthrown. There are closer living 
relatives to the last sovereigns, but these living relatives today are not pursuing a complete claim to 
the styles, titles, heraldry, and issuance of Orders of the historical kingdom. If closer relatives to 
H.M. Queen Liliʻuokalani eventually do make a full royal claim, Prince Darrick will defer to the 
superior claim. But, until this occurs, Prince Darrick will continue to actively preserve the legacy and 
authenticity of the Royal House of Hawai’i by maintaining its rich traditions and culture to the 
maximum extent possible. 
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Sources Used in the Genealogical Compilation by Doug Tolentino 

1. Hawai’ian nuapepa/newspapers copied to archive program ‘Ulukau’ 
2. An Account of the Polynesian Race Abraham Fornanader 
3. LDS Mormon genealogies 
4. Hawaiian Genealogies Volume I and II Edith Kawelohea Mckenzie 
5. Genealogies of Kalakaua and Kapiolani Mayor John Lane 
6. Peleiholani/Koolani genealogy of the ruling Chiefs concerning Ikekeleaiku and Maile 

Napuupahoehoe 
7. Copy of John Kahai Topolinski’s family genealogy on Baker and Merseberg families 
8. Will and probate records of Nuhi in 3rd Circuit Court of Hawai’i 
9. Fragments of Hawaiian History John Papa I’i 
10. Deed of Kahana Hui for properties in Kaanapali, Mau’i, concerning Robert Hoapili Baker 
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Appendix – Obituaries of Robert Hoapili Baker I5

 

The Pacific Commercial Advertiser on April 6, 1900, ran this obituary:6 
                                                             
5 https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc?a=d&d=SFC19000418.2.106 Accessed June 18, 2018 
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6 https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85047084/1900-04-06/ed-1/seq-7/ Accessed June 18, 2018 
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The Pacific Commercial Advertiser on April 10, 1900, ran this short account:7 

 

                                                             
7 https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85047084/1900-04-10/ed-1/seq-9/ Accessed June 19, 2018 


